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Since its invention, photography has served diverse purposes—from fine art to criminology, for uses, personal, photojournalistic, 
or scientific. In the last decade artists have scoured visual culture and its abundance of images, often borrowing the styles and 
approaches of other fields to inflect or expand what art photography can be. Contemporary Photography 2008–2018 surveys 
62 artists who together provide a cross-section of the ways the medium refuses to remain stable, whether exploring new 
technologies or applying nineteenth-century tools to contemporary subjects. 

Some have taken advantage of digital tools to manipulate their own or appropriated imagery, playing off the traditional but 
incorrect assumption that photographs present truth. Others experiment with analog ways of pushing images into abstraction 
or illegibility. Eschewing the historic medium-specific divisions some artists document performative work with cameras, while 
others bring their images into three dimensions. This group also includes those who prove the “straight” photograph is still a 
fertile area to investigate—through portraiture, still life, and landscape, and with scenes both found and staged. Some artists look 
outward at family, history, politics, and memory, while others create formal images that highlight their own construction. 
Together these artists provide a survey of the current and future directions of contemporary art, and of the still-unexhausted 
potential of photography.
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